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Notes and Queries. 337 

If you drop a lump of sugar in your coffee, and the bubbles rising from 
it form regularly round the side of the cup, it means fair weather ; if scat- 
tered in irregular forms, bad weather. Every time one involuntarily sighs, 
some one is stepping upon the sod where his grave will be made. When 
Death enters a family, he is never satisfied until three are taken, and this 
happens within two years. All children, I suppose, have said the " clover 
rhyme," when looking for the four-leaved clover : — 

Two, in your shoe, 
Three, let it be, 
Four, over the door, 
Five, let it thrive. 
Mrs. Mary E. Chamberlain, Muskegon, Mich. 

An Old Charm. — The following is a charm for nose-bleed, taken from 
an old book : — 

TO STANCH THE BLEEDING AT THE NOSE. 

Sanguis manet in te, 
Sicut Christus ferat in se, 
Sanguis manet in tua vena, 
Sicut Christus in sua pena ; 
Sanguis manet in te fixus, 
Sicut Christus in Crucifixus. 

Say this over three times, naming the party's name, and then say the Lord's 
Prayer. 

A. L. Alger. 

Boston, September 17, 1S92. 
To the Editor of the Journal of American Folk- Lore: — 

My dear Sir, — In the April-June, 1892, Journal, in the Scrap-Book, 
is an interesting article regarding Mrs. Harriet Maxwell Converse and her 
election to chiefship in the Six Nations. It also states Mrs. Converse was 
adopted by the Seneca Indians in 1890. The writer continues : " Mrs. 
Converse was the first white woman who ever received adoption," etc. 

The paragraph is somewhat ambiguous, and I would inquire if it means 
that Mrs. Converse was the first white woman ever adopted by the Seneca 
tribe, or the first white woman adopted into the Six Nations ? 

If the latter, permit me to correct a misstatement before it becomes a set- 
tled error. Mrs. Erminnie A. Smith was the first white woman adopted by 
a tribe of the Six Nations, having been formally adopted by the Tuscaroras 
in 1880, as sister to their chief, and received the name of Ka-tci'-tcis-ta.'- 
kwa'st, or "The Beautiful Flower." This I found by authentic records 
while preparing a memorial to Mrs. Smith in 1888. 

My object in directing your attention to the paragraph in the Scrap-Book 
has been already noticed, and is not in any way intended to detract from 
honors conferred upon Mrs. Converse. 

It presents an opportunity, however, to remind your readers (if any have 
forgotten) of the great and noble work Mrs. Erminnie A. Smith accom- 
plished, and to preserve the memory of that woman, of whom Mr. Horatio 
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Hale has said : " She had pursued studies in Indianology which alone would 
make any man famous." 

Mrs. Smith gave her life to her labors, for through her intense interest 
and desire to complete her dictionary of the Tuscarora, although warned 
by her physicians, she resumed her task before fully recovering from a 
severe illness, and by so doing overtaxed her strength. 

The Smithsonian Institution — of which for a number of years she had 
been a member — continued her work. 

At intervals, for some years, Mrs. Smith resided among the Six Nations, 
that while learning their dialects she might better become acquainted with 
their needs, and ascertain how best to serve them ; and at her house could 
always be found two or more Indians whose education she was conducting. 

Too much honor cannot be paid to Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Converse, and other 
women who have been or are devoting their energies to the Christian work 
of helping the Indians ; yet only a few days since I was asked what honor 
a woman could feel in being adopted or made a chief among Indians ! 

Sara L. Lee. 



LOCAL MEETINGS AND OTHER NOTICES. 

Boston Association of the American Folk-Lore Society. — Friday 
afternoon, November i?>th. The first meeting of the season was held at the 
house of Mrs. Joseph B. Warner, Cambridge, on the third Friday of the 
month as usual. Prof. John Fiske presided. The paper for the evening 
was by Mr. Alfred M. Williams, of Providence, R. I., on " Folk-Songs of 
the Civil War." In the absence of Mr. Williams, the paper was read by 
Miss Elizabeth M. Howe, of Cambridge. The writer dealt especially with 
those songs which are not included in the usual collections, but which were 
sung rather than read, and represented in some measure a survival of oral 
folk-song. (This paper is published in the current number of the Journal.) 
After the reading, conversation ensued on matters suggested by the paper. 
It was agreed that at a future meeting of the society the subject^ should be 
resumed, and that members were recommended to make additional col- 
lections. 

Friday evening, December gin. The meeting for December was held at 
the house of Miss Alger, 6 Brimmer Street, Boston, Mr. Dana Estes presid- 
ing. The Secretary brought to the attention of the members the approach- 
ing annual meeting of the American Folk-Lore Society, to be held in Bos- 
ton, December 28th and 29th. The Association then proceeded to hear a 
paper by Prof. David B. Lyon, of Harvard University, the subject being 
" Babylonian Versions of the Creation." 

Montreal Branch. — Monday, October 10th. The first meeting of the 
winter took place at the house of Mrs. L. Frechette, 408 Sherbrooke Street. 
Professor Penhallow, first Vice-President, took the chair in the absence of 
the President, Mr. Beaugrand. The Secretary, Mr. Reade, gave the sub- 
stance of correspondence that he had had, since the last meeting, with the 
societies of New Orleans, Boston, and Chicago, with which he had, at their 



